
Education: 
basic 

qualification 
at age 23

Age at which 
mother had 

her first child

Age at 
first offence

Number of
criminal cases 
before human 

trafficking 

Grew up in
single-parent

family
Migration

background

Changes in
household

composition
(ages 15-17) 

Siblings 

Age at 
human

trafficking
offence 

Human trafficking 
recidivism: 18% (24% of 
76% general recidivism 

after human trafficking)

Employment 
decreases the odds 
of committing crime

* benefit: +32%
* no income: +29%
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Criminal social 
environment: 

parent, sibling, 
(ex-)partner

Mild intellectual 
disability 

(compared to 
non-offenders)

Victim of 
crime 

(2010-2023)

Social economic 
status during 

human trafficking

Share of 
domestic

sex 
traffickers

Share of
criminal 
cases

(ages 12-35) 
Female

Total of 
domestic 
sex 
traffickers 
(N=630)

employed
benefit
other without income 
school / study

<18 yrs old < 22 yrs old
18-24 yrs old

> 22 yrs old>25 yrs old

Low-rate
offenders 

General 
offenders 
(criminal 
control group)

2%

36%

44%

29%

62%

27%
43%

34%

27%

25%

14%

First offence is 
human trafficking: 29%

2.9 2.7 x 2.0

58% 81%

36% 9% 24%

≈17%93%

28% 25%
11%

3.7 3.5 x 5.0 77%

≈7%

≈93%

14%

69%

17% 71%

89%

22%

19%

33%

11%94%

21% 26% 4%

4.0 3.5 x 0.6

≈29%
≈3%

≈68%

78%

77%

30%

30%

32%

95%

65%

53%

42%
100%

15% 40% 0%

12%

4.6

3.7

2.7

1.9

3.6 x 8.7

3.2 x 3.6

2.3 x 2.3

1.8 (x 1.0) 42%

79%

68%

68%

69%

49%

14%5%

≈6%

5%

10%

25%

≈35%≈35%

≈30%

≈19%
≈33%

≈48%

≈22%
≈33%

≈45%

26%

27%

≈55%

69%

21%

32%

33%

≈24%

21%

42%

40%

≈21%
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14.4 yr

18.3 yr

27.0 yr
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55%

45%

22.2 yr 50%50%

21.7 yr

21.7 yr

22.1 yr

24.1 yr

25.8 yr

≈60%

≈40%

61%

39%

56%

44%

24%

Criminal sibling: 
12% human trafficking
Criminal (ex-)partner: 
16% human trafficking

64%62% 60%

89% 42%

78%

<18 yrs old
18-24 yrs old
>25 yrs old

born in NL, just 
like parents
child of migrant
migrant

Early-peak 
offenders 

Late-peak 
offenders 

High-rate-
persistent 
offenders

≈48%

Non-offenders 
(non-criminal 
control group)

Criminal careers: 4 groups of domestic sex traffickers

Age
12 23 34

Number 
of 
criminal 
cases

0

0.5

1

1.5

Low-rate offenders (n=225)
Early-peak offenders (n=175)
Late-peak offenders (n=135)
High-rate-persistent
offenders (n=95)

≈65%

≈35%

79%

74%

≈29%
≈28%

≈26%

37%

≈43% ≈37%

≈10%≈10%

15% 23%

31%
31%

Employment 
decreases the odds 
of committing crime

* benefit: +35%
* no income: +16%

≈39%

≈61%

≈46%

https://www.dutchrapporteur.nl/publications/publications/2025/04/04/broad-perspective-on-offending-backgrounds-of-domestic-sex-traffickers



